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In The Claims: 

1. (currently amended)A constant velocity joint in the form of 
counter-track joint comprising: 

an outer joint part comprising a first longitudinal axis (L A ) as well as an 
attaching end and an aperture end which are positioned axially opposite one 
5 another, and first outer ball tracks and second outer ball tracks; 

an inner joint part comprising a second longitudinal axis (Li) and an 
attaching mechanism for a shaft pointing towards the aperture end of the outer joint 
part, and first inner ball tracks and second inner ball tracks (25), wherein the first 
outer ball tracks and the first inner ball tracks form first pairs of tracks which receive 
10 first baJIs, and the second outer ball tracks and the second inner ball tracks form 
second pairs of tracks which receive second balls; and 

a ball cage positioned between the outer joint part and the inner joint 
part and comprising circumferentially distributed first cage windows each 
accommodating one of the first balls and second circumferentially distributed cage 
15 windows each accommodating one of the second balls, 

wherein, when the joint is in the aligned condition, the first pairs of 
tracks widen from the aperture end to the attaching end and, when the joint is in the 
aligned condition, the second pairs of tracks widen from the attaching end to the 
aperture end, and 

20 wherein the circumferential length (Li ) of the first cage windows for the 

first bails in the first pairs of tracks is greater than the circumferential length (L2) of 
the second cage windows for the second balls in the second pairs of tracks. 

2. -7. (cancelled) 

8. (new) A joint according to claim 1, wherein the first pairs of 
25 tracks and the second pairs of tracks are arranged so as to alternate across the 

circumference. 

9. (new) A joint according to claim 1, wherein pairs of first pairs of 
tracks and pairs of second pairs of tracks are arranged so as to alternate across the 
circumference. 

30 
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10. (new) A joint according to claim 1 comprising a joint base with 
an attaching journal at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

1 1 . (new) A joint according to claim 8 comprising a joint base with 
an attaching journal at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

5 12. (new) A joint according to cfaim 9 comprising a joint base with 

an attaching journal at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

13. (new) A joint according to claim 1 comprising a flange face and 
a second aperture at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

14. (new) A joint according to claim 8 comprising a flange face and 
10 a second aperture at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

15. (new) A joint according to claim 9 comprising a flange face and 
a second aperture at the attaching end of the outer joint part. 

16. (new) A joint according to claim 1, wherein the joint comprises 
an even number of at least four bal/s. 

15 17. (new) A joint according to claim 8, wherein the joint comprises 

an even number of at least four balls. 

18. (new) A joint according to claim 9, wherein the joint comprises 
an even number of at least four balls. 

19. (new) A joint according to claim 10, wherein the joint comprises 
20 an even number of at least four balls. 

20. (new) A joint according to claim 13, wherein the joint comprises 
an even number of at least four balls. 

21. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 1 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

25 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (aO, and thereafter inserting the 



PAGE 26/34 * RCVD AT 4/1 1/2006 1 1:34:40 AM [Eastern Daylight Time) * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 1 DNIS:2733201 * CSID:248 2239522 1 DURATION (mm-ss):08-38 



PPR-1 1-2006 11=40 



RRTZ GRTZ LRUI OFFICES 



248 2239522 P. 27/34 



U.S.S.N. 10/563,183 10 GKNG 1268 PCT 

second balls one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (a 2 ) . 

22. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 8 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

5 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (a-|), and thereafter inserting the 
second balls one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (a 2 ) . 

23. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 9 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

10 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (ch), and thereafter inserting the 
second balls one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (a 2 ) . 

24. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 10 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

15 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (aO, and thereafter inserting the 
second balls one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (a 2 ) . 

25. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 13 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

20 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (ai), and thereafter inserting the 
second balls one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (a 2 ) . 

26. (new) A method of assembling a joint according to claim 16 
comprising first, inserting the first balls one after the other through the first cage 

25 windows in the joint over-articulated by a first angle (ch), and thereafter inserting the 
second bads one after the other through the second cage windows in the joint over- 
articulated by a second, smaller angle (02) . 
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